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Current Position:
2001 — Present Curator of Herpetology, The Maneh@dtiseum, University of Manchester.

Positions Held:

2002 — 2003 Visiting Scientist, Department of Zapl, University of Queensland, Australia
1996 — 2001 Curator of the Vivarium, The MancheMaseum, England

Education:

2008 M.A. (Merit) AGMS, Manchester University, gland, UK

2004 M.Phil., Zoology, Manchester University, targl, UK

2000 B.Sc., Biology, Manchester University, EmglaUK

Award:

2006 — Present Honorary Scientific Associate, Essand Organisms Section, Faculty of Life

Sciences, Manchester University.

Principal activitiesinclude:

Actively participating in the conservation of raaed endangered amphibian species in association
with the relevant governmental and inter-governmeatithorities, and consistent with National
and International conventions and protocols.

Undertaking research relevant to the ecology, hiebavontogeny and phylogeny of amphibian
species. Participating in collaborative researcbjguts with academic departments and other
institutions.

Teaching and supervising on Zoology and Biologyrses for the Faculty of Life Sciences,
conducting practicals, tropical field courses, &indl year projects for undergraduate students at
The University of Manchester.

The overall management of Manchester Museum’sleeptid amphibian specimens, ensuring the
total well-being of the collection of live animastrusted and the development of public exhibits.

Initiating, developing and actively participating the interpretive and educational use of the
collection, contributing to the development andivagl of learning programmes and particularly
those that fulfill the live animal collections’ uapinning purposes for education and conservation.



Teaching:

At Manchester University | have taught on a variefycourses in the Faculty of Life Sciences, bath i
lecture halls and in the field. | have been inseatal in facilitating new field units in the trogic
specifically initiating new courses on tropical loigy and ecology that have been developed in
collaboration with the local university in Ecuaddhese are conducted in locations that are atiadt
students and provide training not possible on foromerses. The development of these has contrioted
ensuring that FLS at Manchester now has a worldscket of field courses that are well attended by
students and support the university’'s 2015 goalbave also established, developed and now deliver
zoological and environmental based primary and re#&y teaching programmes at the Manchester
Museum. As well as delivering special needs sessibmften give science talks to local schools from
reception to A-level classes. In all cases feedd@ak been very positive. | have improved my higher
education teaching skills through supervising aewidriety of Manchester final year undergraduatdestt
projects in my department, and also through thehieg of undergraduate students from other British
academic institutions including The University ofla€ow and The University of Leeds. Finally,
developing my international lecturing experiencerefgularly give talks at International amphibian
conservation seminar’s, which appear to be webire.

Resear ch:

My main research interests focus on investigatingsual adaptations and reproductive strategies in
neotropical hylid frogs, through combining fieldudtes with captive observations. | have an intéonat
reputation in specializing in the ecology and coveton biology of neotropical frogs and | have hee
heavily involved in the establishment of importamternational breeding programmes for several kighl
endangered species. Recent amphibian researchdsroed with investigating unusual evolutionarytsra
and adaptations and | am also working on biophygioaperties and temperature regulation of frogs th
have skin containing unusual pigments. All the aesle | conduct is completely non-invasive and alins
provide a better understanding of these wondertatares, specifically to aid their conservation.

My specialist knowledge in neotropical herpetolbgyg been strengthened through an extremely widgran
of experience working in the field, especially imAzonian South America, extensively in Central Aozer
and also in tropical Queensland, Australia. To dateve conducted over 20 research expeditiosstoe

of the remotest areas. | have also gained experiencking with the media, directly presenting mpjsat
on television and acting as a main scientific fiattvisor for several wildlife documentaries, mogeently
for the BBC series Planet Earth and Life in Colddzl.

Resear ch collaborators:

Dr. Cathy Walton, Faculty of life Sciences, Univgref Manchester - Molecular population genetiogl a
biodiversity in Southeast Asia.

Dr. Richard Preziosi, Faculty of Life Sciences, Thaversity of Manchester — Population genetics.

Dr. Mark Dickinson, Photon Science Institute, Theiwgrsity of Manchester — OCT analysis of strudtura
properties and temperature regulation of frog skintaining unusual pigments.

Dr Andrea Fidgett, Nutritionist, The Zoological $ety of Chester and Chester Zoo — experimental wwork
dietary pigment supplementation on behaviour atmé$is in endangered neotropical frogs.

Professor Allen Pounds, Ecologist, Monteverde, £83ta — Investigation into the relationship oftzfb
warming/climate change to amphibian declines arishetions.

Ronald Gagliardo, Curator, Atlanta Botanical Gagjekitanta. USA - Mairex situ Amphibian
conservation collaborator.

Brian Kubicki, Costa Rican Amphibian Research GenBosta Rica. # situ conservation partner.



