
Wired, Wild and Alive!



Wired, Wild and Alive!

Wired, Wild and Alive is  a theatrical and 
visual arts experience aimed at children 
age 4 -11.
Interactive textile environments, 
creature puppets, storytelling and film.
 It is really exciting because it is 
engaging children about the wonders of 
nature and how it can inspire artists to 
create using cross art forms while 
looking at environmental issues for 
creatures and their habitats. 



"A truly magical day, an experience children will remember for ever as well as the 
adults. All my class were completely captured and transformed into another world 
and truly believed they were there.!" 



        Wired and Wild in Schools 

   Whole School Assembly: 
The project will begin at an assembly for both KS1&KS2 children when the Storyteller 
will relate the magical tale of a fantastic artist who makes incredible creatures inspired 

by the wonders of nature. The story will be animated with some of these wonderful 
creatures and will last for approximately 30 minutes. 

Storytelling Workshop: group 1, 9.45 - 10.45 , group 2, 11.00 -12.00am 
A group of year 1 and 2 will be divided into two groups of 15 to take part in a undersea 
adventure with Alice Penny. Alice will use music, puppetry and play in order to develop 

a story with the children and each workshop will last for approximately one hour.      

Puppet Making Workshop: 9.45 - 12.00pm with break 
1 group of 15  year 3 or 4 children will work with Mandy Beck-Mckim  to make jelly fish 

puppets and colourful laminated shadow puppets on a coral reef theme. 
This workshop will last for approximately two hours.  

Creative Writing Workshop: 9.45 - 12.00pm with break 
 1 group of 15 yr 4 or 5 children with Rik Thorpe the group will write poems inspired by  

the creatures of the coral reef. This  workshop lasts approximately 2hrs.  



Rehearsal : 1.15 - 2.15 
Children who made puppets with Mandy and did creative writing with Rik will 

rehearse performance. 

Whole school assembly: 2.30 - 3.00pm 
 the children's work will be featured at the heart of a performance of storytelling 

and puppetry by Alice and Rik and will include video projection and shadow 
play. The performance will focus on  environmental theme and will illustrate 

how nature can inspire artists to create!  

Space needed: both Rik and Mandy needed spaces with table space for 
children.. 

Alice needs space to move around with her groups so if possible she would 
continue in the hall after the assembly. 

Resources: materials are provided with the package although basics like 
pencils, scissors and paper would be from school. 

Artist and performers have current CRB certificates which they will bring on the 
day. 

For more details contact Mandy on 07531 669709 or email 
m.beckmckim@gmail.com



 "All the kids were so engaged and excited and a wonderful message about global warming 
throughout... Inspiring!!!  
Amazing Display, voices for the animals!"



"So rich, the storyteller brought the story to life and captivated the children! 
Alice captured the children's imaginations, the colours, costumes used, the expression she used, the way she 
got the children to move around and put themselves in the creatures shoes all aided this!
One of the few sessions where the boy I work with was mesmerised and left having learnt about the Amazon 
and the coral reef and the creatures that live there. He still talks about the sessions to date.i think it's a positive 
way for children to learn, particularly those with special needs who find the classroom setting difficult."
Mandy Brooks
Learning support assistant for a boy with autism
Barlow Hall primary Manchester



Wired and Wild Team

Amanda Beck-McKim
Wired and Wild creator, is a textile artist and puppet maker, working with children across the northwest 
inspiring them to create for 20 years. She has created a sensory, magical exhibition that will make 
children want to explore and a menagerie of wonderful creatures for them to engage with.
"I am passionate about bringing my characters to life, telling their stories and creating an experience that 
brings my love of art and nature together to create something unique, fresh and exciting for children."

Alice Penny
Story teller with MotherHen who works in schools across the UK enriching the curriculum through music, 
story telling and puppetry.
Alice is a Netmums winner of favourite children's entertainer of the year.
Children are mesmerised by Alice, she engages and captures there imaginations in a creative and 
inclusive way and takes them on a madcap adventure.

Rik Thorpe 
Actor and director of Raging Gibbons Collective, 
Rik writes and performs Imaginarium which blends traditional story telling and puppetry.
Rik has a really humorous writing style that kids love
He is a fantastic character and voice over actor as well as being a skilled puppeteer! The children always 
have a fantastic reaction to the characters as soon as they start to speak! 

Rik and Alice both collaborated on writing scripts and devising performances for Wired, Wild and Alive 
based on the ideas and creations of Amanda Beck-Mckim.


